FRUITS OF
THE SEA

‘Come walk with me along the
sea, where dusk sits on the land
and search with me for shells are
free, and treasures hide in sand’
[anonymous]
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AMONGST THE VAST AND SOMETIMES
EXHAUSTING CONCRETE CAUSEWAYS
of the Truman Brewery during the
previous annual Tent London showcase,
where every journalist, stylist, designer
and investor hurtles around each bend
eager to be the first to discover a gem; |
found mine.

It came in the shape of an intricate
and mesmerising trinket box. One
has to see, touch and caress it to truly
appreciate its charm. Its title ‘Oohhh’is
inspired by the beholder’s instant reaction
to its exquisiteness.

Oohhh's creator Lok Ming Fung's
inspiration for her product is gleaned
from the shapes and patterns which
emerge from sea life; lichens, barnacles,
tentacles and shells. Unappealing as they
sound, beautiful shapes they do make.

She says 'I'm fascinated by their
formations in clusters and groups or the
way they look individually on rocks and
slippery looking surfaces.’

The vessels themselves are slip-cast
ceramic, but the surface decorations
are all created by hand, so each is
an individual masterpiece. Its unique
colours are created from the use of
oxides giving the glaze more intensity
where it pools delightfully inside the
lichen-shaped forms.

Adding to Oohhh’s charms is Lok’s
notion of creating something not only
of beauty but of functionality, which is
so rare to find these days in our fickle
consumer culture where beauty seems
to outweigh purpose.

Based on the concept of Russian
dolls, the vessels open to reveal
interchangeable ceramic levels within
themselves which the user can take
out or put back like the compartments
in a jewellery box. Like the Russian
dolls Fhere are multiple layers of Lok Ming Fung
surprise. Some boxes have a trail T. +44(0)7782 151 830
of barnacle-like decoration running lokmingfung.co.uk
underneath their lid or a cluster within
an interchangeable level, or perhaps
prettily nestled in its bottom. S
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Oohhh comes mainly in delicious o~
hues of moss greens, sea blues = ™,
and pearly whites but is ‘ S .
available for commission /"” X ] : (- .

in preferred colours, o
sizes and to buy
directly from Lok.
And so for Lok,
armed with this
original and precious
under-sea treasure
of her own making,
the world is certainly
her oyster!
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